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Help protect our land, plants and wildlife.

Seen this plant?

How does this weed affect you?

Coral creeper is an environmental weed that 

can:

● form very dense ground cover

● smother other plants

● outcompete native plants especially in the 

understorey of bushland.

How does it spread?

By seed

When the seed capsule splits open it ejects 

four seeds that can land several metres away. 

Seeds can also be spread by water, animals, 

mud and by the dumping of garden waste.

By plant parts

Coral creeper stems can root when they touch 

the ground. Slashing, mowing and dumping of 

garden waste spreads the stems.

Seen it?  
Call us:

Want more 
information? 
Scan here



What does it look like?

Coral creeper is a perennial scrambling herb 

that usually grows up to 0.7 m. If it climbs over 

taller plants it can reach up to 2 m.

Leaves are:

● dark green and shiny

● oval with a pointed tip

● up to 60 mm long and 25 mm wide

● sparsely hairy on the lower side and hairy 

along the margins

● prominently veined

● on stalks 5-10 mm long

● in opposite pairs along the stem
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Flowers are:

● tubular with 5 spreading lobes

● red, salmon or pinkish

● up to 50 mm long

● single or occasionally in groups of 2 or 3

● produced in late summer and autumn.

Where is it found?

In NSW, coral creeper has been found on the 

Central Coast in the Greater Sydney region, in 

coastal areas of the Hunter Region and on the 

North Coast. It has not been found in the 

Illawarra yet.  

Coral creeper is native to Africa.
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