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Seen this plant?

How does this weed affect you?

Kidney leaf mud plantain is a water weed that 

forms dense mats in shallow freshwater and on 

damp soil at the water’s edge.

● Kidney leaf mud plantain:

● chokes dams, drains and water supply 

channels reducing water flow

● prevents native water plants from growing

● reduces aquatic life

● can significantly reduce rice crop yields

How does it spread?

By seed

Wind and water disperse the winged seeds. 

Seeds may also be spread in mud that has 

stuck to birds and vehicles.

By plant parts

Stem fragments containing one or more 

nodes is capable of producing a new plant. 

This is the main way it spreads. They can also 

be moved to new locations if they are in mud 

or debris stuck to animals, people or vehicles.

Seen it?  Call us:



What does it look like?

Kidney-leaf mud plantain is an annual or 

perennial plant. It grows 20–50 cm above the 

mud or water surface. The stems can either 

grow along the mud, under the water or the 

whole plant can float

Leaves are:

● bright green, spongy and glossy

● kidney-shaped

● up to 5 cm wide

● usually on a stalk 2–13 cm long

● alternate along the stem

● above the water or float on the surface.

● Sometimes there is a cluster of stalkless 

leaves at the base of the stem.
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Where is it found?

In NSW, most infestation are in the North Coast, 

Hunter and Greater Sydney regions. Plants have 

also been found in rice growing regions near 

Leeton in the Riverina. All infestations 

are actively being controlled.

What type of environment does it grow in?

Kidney-leaf mud plantain grows in freshwater 

less than 15 cm deep and in damp soil at the 

edge of water bodies. It grows in rivers, drains, 

ditches, rice fields, irrigation channels and 

wetlands.

It can grow in shaded areas but grows best in 

full sun. It does not grow well among taller 

vegetation such as sedges, rushes and grasses.
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