
Ming asparagus fern
Asparagus macowanii                                                  Regional Priority - Eradicate

Illawarra District Weeds Authority  02 4233 1129

For control and biosecurity information visit NSW WeedWise: 

weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/MingAsparagusFern

NSW DPI Biosecurity Helpline         1800 680 244

Help protect our land, plants and wildlife.

Seen this plant?

How does this weed affect you?

● Ming asparagus fern has the potential to invade a 

wide range of coastal and sub-coastal plant 

communities throughout eastern Australia. 

● It strongly competes with native ground cover and 

understorey plants by forming dense infestations 

that can smother.

● It can attain very large and continuous infestations 

and is a Regional Priority weed for eradication in the 

Illawarra.

Where is it found?

● Ming asparagus fern is a native of south-

eastern Africa.

● It was introduced into Australia as an 

ornamental plant and first recorded 

naturalised in 2001 near Brisbane. 

● It is now naturalised in coastal and sub-

coastal areas of SE Queensland and 

northern NSW. It is an emerging weed in 

the Illawarra. 

Seen it? 
Call us:

Want more 
information? 
Scan here



What does it look like?

● Ming asparagus fern is a shrubby plant with a 
fern-like appearance, usually growing 1-2 m tall

● The root system consists of relatively short, 
fleshy, tuberous roots.

● Older stems are pale grey to whitish and have 
small spines.

● Leaf-like cladodes (modified stems) are needle-
like, hairless, usually slightly curved, 12-25 mm 

long and about 0.5 mm wide. They are borne in 
cluster of 20-30 along the stems; the clusters 

somewhat resemble pom poms.

● Flowers are small, white to cream, borne on 

short stalks and arranged in dense clusters.
● Berries are 6-10 mm in diameter, rounded, green 

at first and turning purple to pinkish-red or with 
a bluish bloom to black as they mature. 
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What type of environment does it grow in?

● Ming asparagus fern prefers semi-shaded 

situations.

● It is primarily found in the understorey of 

drier forests, but has the potential to 

invade riparian areas, forest margins, 

open woodlands, urban bushland, coastal 

environs, roadsides, disturbed sites and 

waste areas.

● Ming asparagus fern has not yet spread to 

its potential in the Illawarra. If you see it, 

please call the IDWA before it spreads 

further.

Want more 
information? 
Scan here
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