
Gorse

Ulex europaeus                                                         Regional Priority - Contain
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NSW DPI Biosecurity Helpline         1800 680 244

Help protect our land, plants and wildlife.

Seen this plant?

How does this weed affect us?

Gorse is an invasive spiny shrub that forms 

impenetrable thickets.  It is listed as a Weed of 

National Significance and poses a significant 

threat to both agriculture and the natural 

environment. Within the Illawarra Gorse is listed 

as a regional priorty weed for containment and 

should be reported if found and erdicated if 

possible.

● Gorse is regarded as one of the worst 

weeds in Australia because of its 

invasiveness, potential for spread  and its 

economic and environmental impacts. 

● It significantly reduces farm carrying 

capacity and restricts stock movement. It 

reduces floral diversity in natural 

bushland, alters fire behaviour.and

harbors vermin.  

Seen it? 
Call us:

Want more 
information? 
Scan here



Where are you likely to find it?

Gorse is a native of Europe, In the Illawarra it is 

regarded as an emerging weed  having not yet 

reached its potential range. At this stage it is 

occasionally found as a weed of unimproved 

grazing lands, roadsides , neglected sites and 

disturbed forest margins.

How does it spread?

Gorse seeds split open explosively ejecting seeds 

up to 5m. Dispersal also occurs via water, soil, 

and machinery. Animals play a  minor role in its 

dispersal. .
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What does it look like?

• A spiny, multi branched , evergreen shrub up 

to 2m in height

• Leaves are dark green, spiny and stalkless

• Stems are soft, green and hairy when young 

biomining brown and woody when mature

• Flowers are bright yellow and pea like.

• Seeds are very hard, brown to green in colour

and heart shaped.  They are contained in hairy, 

oblong shaped seed pods that turn black when 

mature.
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