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Protect our waterways

How do water weeds affect us?

Water weeds grow quickly, blocking waterways 
and smothering native plants. This also causes: 

�� reduced water flow

�� more flooding and erosion

�� less boating, fishing and swimming

�� poor water quality

�� health hazards

�� less fish and other water life

�� less habitat for native plants and animals
�� blocked channels and irrigation equipment.

What can you do to help?

�� Learn how to recognise water weeds

�� Check and remove all plant material 
from boats, canoes, trailers vehicles and 
machinery before leaving waterways

�� Only buy pond or aquarium plants from an 
accredited seller

�� Never dump unwanted water plants in or 
near water.

Seen them? Call us:

NSW Biosecurity Helpline:
1800 680 244
biosecurity@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Or contact your local 
Council Weeds Officer



Frogbit
Limnobium laevigatum
Floating plants with smooth, 
rounded, fleshy green leaves 
up to 4 cm across, with 
sponge-like sections on their 
undersides. It can form large 
mats that cover the surface 
of the water. 

Alligator weed
Alternanthera philoxeroides
Grows on land and in water. 
Hollow stems are up to  
60 cm high in water, shorter 
on land. Leaves are glossy 
spear shaped and 2 – 7 cm 
long. Small white flowers up 
to 1 cm wide.

Water hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes
Floating plant with 2 types of 
smooth, glossy, bright green 
leaves: round up to 30 cm 
wide with spongy inflated 
stalks and upright up to 60 
cm. Light bluish-purple or 
dark blue flowers with 
yellow centres.

Salvinia
Salvinia molesta
Floating plant with pairs of 
oval or round shaped leaves 
(1 – 4 cm long) with waxy 
hairs on the top and brown 
hairs underneath. Leaves fold 
when plant density increases. 
No flowers.

Ludwigia
Ludwigia peruviana
Shrub up to 3 m high with 
hairy egg to oval shaped 
leaves (5 – 10 cm long;  
1 – 3 cm wide) with a pointed 
tip. Flowers have 4 - 6 yellow 
petals (up to 3 cm) and the 
reddish-brown capsules 
contain thousands of seeds. 

Long-leaf willow primrose
Ludwigia longifolia 
Shrub to 3 m high with 
smooth narrow leaves up to 
35 cm long and 2.5 cm wide, 
reducing in size up the red 
stems. Yellow flowers with  
4 or 5 petals (up to 2.5 cm)  
and fruit is 4 angled oblong 
to narrow.

Water lettuce
Pistia stratiotes
Looks like a floating lettuce 
up to 15 cm tall with pale 
green to yellow-green velvety 
ribbed fan-shaped leaves. 
Flowers are small and hidden 
at the base of the leaves. 

Hygrophila
Hygrophila costata
An erect plant up to 1.5 m tall 
in shallow water. Leaves are 
hairy, up to 18 cm long and 
3 cm wide. Flowers have 
white petals about 10 mm 
long. Stems are square 
sometimes red or purple.

Cabomba
Cabomba caroliniana
Submerged plant with 
feathery fan shaped leaves 
underwater and narrow 
diamond-shaped floating 
leaves. Flowers are white, 
cream or purplish tinged on 
stalks 1 - 4 cm above water.

Senegal tea
Gymnocoronis spilanthoides
Grows in dense stands or 
as clumped bushes up to  
1 m high. It has ribbed stems, 
dark green leaves 5 – 20 cm 
long with serrated edges and 
white round flowers up to  
2 cm wide.

Kidney-leaf mud plantain
Heteranthera reniformis
This 20 – 50 cm tall plant 
grows in water less than  
15 cm deep and at the water’s 
edge. It has kidney-shaped, 
bright green glossy leaves 
(up to 5 cm) and small 
flowers with 6 white or pale 
blue petals.

Water star grass
Heteranthera zosterifolia
Grows under or above water. 
Submerged leaves are narrow 
with pointed tips (up to 5 cm 
long) and above water leaves 
are narrowly oval (4 cm). 
Flowers have 6 small 
bluish petals.

For more information visit NSW WeedWise:
weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au

Look out for water weeds


